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Although the term "jurisdiction" sometimes refers to the power or authority of agencies other than courts! or to the power and 


authority of a state as a whole,” the jurisdiction discussed here is the nonappellate jurisdiction of state courts in civil cases.” 


The concept of "jurisdiction" embraces a large number of ideas of similar character, some fundamental to the nature of any 
judicial system, some derived from the requirement of due process, some determined by the constitutional or statutory structure 
of a particular court, and some based upon mere procedural rules, originally devised for convenience and efficiency and by 


precedent made mandatory and jurisdictional.“ "Jurisdiction" has been defined as the power of a court to hear and determine a 
case or cause of action? or issue a decree.° In its fundamental sense, "jurisdiction" refers to a court's power over persons and 
the subject matter,” but also refers to the power to render the particular judgment sought,’ or, as is sometimes said, jurisdiction 


of the particular case.” 


Jurisdiction transcends all procedural considerations and involves the fundamental power and authority of the court itself. 1Y 


Caution: 


Statutes merely addressing which court shall have jurisdiction to entertain a particular cause of action can fairly be said merely 
to regulate the secondary conduct of the litigation and not the underlying primary conduct of the parties; such statutes affect only 


where a suit may be brought, not whether the suit may be brought at all. E 
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CUMULATIVE SUPPLEMENT 
Cases: 


Jurisdiction is a concept reserved for delineating the classes of cases, or subject-matter jurisdiction, and the persons, or personal 
jurisdiction, falling within a court's adjudicative authority. In re Child of Nicholas P., 2019 ME 152, 218 A.3d 247 (Me. 2019). 
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